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"Ri't 2 wa 1 be 2 go 2 be 2 go 2 zhru J -tyur' a J -ma 2 -nyi'.| 
Rii five brothers brothers hatred-knot hit-not-able 

*»« , n ^ 

"Tsyi'mi' Ch'rwa 1 me 2 xe\ me 2 xe' shra'-tyur' t'u 2 -nia 2 - n yi\| 
Chimi six sisters sisters quarrel-knot come-out-m»t-able 

"Be 2 go 2 me 2 xe' "dzi'bo 3 chro'-m3 2 -nyi'. Ga 1 ni 2 m» 2 -ch'r3', 
brothers sisters marriage tie-not-able above come sky-filth 

du'-ch'rs'J dzi 2 -ch'r3', we 2 -ch'r3', rsr^ch'ra 1 , k'i'-ch'ra 1 ,! 
earth-filth village-filth stockade-filth field-filth raw-land-filth 



le'-ch'ra 1 , "jyo'-ch'ra 1 , lo'-ch'ra 1 
moon-filth mountain-filth valley-filth 

. j Xa 1 i 2 so 3 ma 2 si 2 , nyi 2 i 2 

-will-CHANGE night at dawn not know day at 



ri'-sc 3 . Ga 2 -gs 3 ss 2 -ku 2 no 2 

night not know wiII-change quickly tree-top wild-grass 



tyi 2 H 2 , zhrsr 3 ne la ; ni : tsa' ri' tsa'-ma^t'a'.l 
grow-up leopard with tiger come leap all leap-not-receiv 
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i 1 s3 2 -k'i ; jyi'-yi 2 -me 2 shro'ne 1 nyr ri 1 "jrur 2 -m3 2 -t'a'." 
tree-foot water-flow's otter with fish all play-not-receivi 



[Translation] 

The Story of the Great Flood 

[This story is the creation legend of the Naxi people. The central theme of 
the story is that the disastrous flood was brought about by incest between 
the first humans. This unclean act, incest, had been strictly proscribed by the 
gods, but since there were no other people around, the brothers and sisters 
had little choice if the race was to be continued. 

In the brief portion of the story given below, the five brothers and six 
sisters have just been created. At this point Miriroep'u, the Great God of 
Light, tells them what they must not do and warns them of the consequences 
if they break these commandments.] 

[Miriroep'u, the Great God of Light, said to them:) 

"Five Rti Brothers: Brothers must not fight among themselves. 
"Six Chimi Sisters: Sisters must not quarrel. 

"Brothers and sisters: You must not marry each other. For if you do. 
unclean things will come forth from the sky, from the earth, from the vil- 
lages, from the stockades, from the fields, from the uncultivated lands, from 
the sun, from the moon, from the mountains, from the valleys. In the night 
before the dawn, and in the day before nightfall, it will happen. Tangled 
grasses will grow quickly to the tops of the high trees, and the leopards and 
the tigers will be unable to leap. In the dirtied waters at the base of the trees 
down below the otters and the fish will be unable to play. Above, there will 
be violent landslides and floodings. Down below, the rising waters will sud- 
denly block the valleys and turn each one into a quagmire." 
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